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Cultural Office to excel in its services to and
relationship with the greater Denver area com-
munity. | look forward attending this event
every year and to the continued and growing
friendship and partnership between the United
States and Taiwan.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF DUNCAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, | mistakenly voted no on Roll Call.
No. 555 as | was distracted by reporters walk-
ing in to the Chamber due to the events in Las
Vegas. | intended to vote yes on the Repub-
lican Study Committee Budget Substitute as |
have for the previous six years.

———

TRIBUTE TO OREGON HONOR
FLIGHT

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | recognize 45 Oregon veterans who
are visiting our nation’s capital this Saturday,
October 7, as part ofthe South Willamette Val-
ley Honor Flight. These brave individuals
risked their lives to protect and defend the
United States and are now here to visit those
monuments and memorials they helped in-
spire.

The veterans on this honor flight are as fol-
lows:

World War Il—Bud Barnes, Army; Don Co-
penhagen, Army; Bud Garrett, Navy; Ed
Hemmingson, Merchant Marines; Wally High,
Navy; Arlie Holte, Army; Bob LeBlanc, Navy;
Ray Maggard, Navy; Carl Mason, Navy; Ralph
Morse, Marine Corps; Curt Wiese, Navy; Stan
Wilson, Marine Corps.

Korean War—Larry Adair, Army; Gene
Amundson, Army; Paulie Bokn, Army; Jim
Broughton, Navy; Stan Clark, Air Force; Joe
Couture, Air Force; John Dobson, Navy; Carl
Gripenburg, Army; Marshall Heflin, Air Force;
Don Hinkle, Navy; Terry Howard, Army; Wil-
liam Macauley, Air Force; Dorrance Mattson,
Air Force; Ed Stelting, Army; Ida Stemple,
Navy; Charlie Stoakes, Army; Ed Sullivan, Air
Force; Jay Surgeon, Navy; Ron Swanson, Air
Force; Maurice Thorne, Air Force; Les War-
ner, Army.

Vietnham War—Kham Bounnavong, Army;
Paul Fiegener, Army; Joe Grace, Army; Ken
Henderson, Army; Mike Kisinger, Navy; Dick
Mann, Army; Tim Mulhern, Marine Corps; Bob
Pieper, Air Force; Ralph Wendt, Army; Bob
Whitehead, Navy.

It is my privilege to include their names in
the RECORD and my sincere hope that you'll
join me in recognizing them for their extraor-
dinary service.
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TAIWAN 106TH ANNIVERSARY
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the 106th anniversary
of the founding of Taiwan, also known as the
Republic of China, which occurred following
the Xinhai Revolution to overthrow the last im-
perial Chinese dynasty.

Taiwan has been nothing short of an eco-
nomic miracle. Increased investment in infra-
structure, education, and communications dur-
ing the latter half of the 20th Century spurred
rapid economic growth and elevated Taiwan to
prominence as one of the “Four Asian Tigers.”
Taiwan is home to Foxconn, one of the largest
electronics manufacturers in the world, as well
as other large technology companies such as
ASUS, Pegatron, and Quanta Computer.

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a
strong, albeit unofficial, relationship, which is
maintained by the American Institute in Tai-
wan (AIT). On the commercial side, Taiwan is
the U.S.’s 9th largest trading partner and the
U.S. is Taiwan’s second largest trading part-
ner. In 2016, U.S. trade with Taiwan totaled
an estimated $84.9 billion. Cultural relations
have also prospered in recent years. Travel
from Taiwan to the U.S. has increased by 50
percent since Taiwan became a member of
the U.S. Visa Waiver Program in 2012.

My home state of Georgia also has a strong
trade relationship with Taiwan. In 2013, the
Georgia General Assembly passed a resolu-
tion supporting a free trade agreement be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. Last year, Geor-
gia’s exports to Taiwan generated over $420
million. Georgia’s position as a global logistics
and transportation hub has attracted invest-
ment from the Taiwanese auto parts industry.
There are also a number of Georgia compa-
nies spanning across multiple industries that
have operations in Taiwan.

As a member of the Congressional Taiwan
Caucus, | would be remiss if | did not con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan on their eco-
nomic development in the last few decades.
The hard work and ingenuity of the Taiwanese
people are testaments to their economic suc-
cess and flourishing democracy. | look forward
to continued cooperation and goodwill be-
tween our two countries in the years to come.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BST. GEORGE GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SHREVE-
PORT

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker,
it is an honor for me to rise and recognize the
100th anniversary of the St. George Greek Or-
thodox Church in Shreveport, La. For over a
century, this congregation has blessed our
community by spreading the love of God and
continuing the tradition of giving back to one’s
neighbors.

In the beginning of the 20th century, some
of the first Greek immigrants settled in Shreve-
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port, La., and recognized the need for greater
unity among the small community of orthodox
families. They then founded a congregation
that would grow to what we now know as the
St. George Greek Orthodox Church. The
name, “Saint George,” was chosen in honor
of the Saint George Church of New Ephesus
in Asia Minor, which was destroyed during the
Turko-Grecian struggle in 1917. Religious lib-
erty is a core principle in the United States.
While fleeing religious persecution, many
Greeks found their new home in Northwest
Louisiana.

Today, the church is considered the heart of
the region’s beloved Greek community and is
distinguished by its rich and colorful artwork
and architecture depicting insights of ortho-
doxy. The congregation of St. George has a
long history of generosity and compassion and
includes some of our closest personal friends.
The congregation has hosted countless chari-
table events to support its three major philan-
thropic organizations: the Ladies Philoptochos
Society, the American Hellenic Educational
Progressive Association and the Daughters of
Penelope. For over 60 years, the Philoptochos
have held an annual pastry sale to raise funds
for numerous charitable organizations, pro-
viding aid to anyone who may need it.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress and the people of Northwest Lou-
isiana, | am privileged to recognize the St.
George Greek Orthodox Church and celebrate
over 100 years of their dedication to the bet-
terment of our community. I, along with my
wife, Kelly, pray the Lord continues to bless
this congregation and their important min-
istries.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JACKY ROSEN

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, on October 4th,
on Roll Call votes 551, 552, 553, and 554. |
was not present because | was tending to my
community in Las Vegas, in the aftermath of
the deadliest mass shooting in United States
history. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call vote 551, NAY on Roll
Call vote 552, NAY on Roll Call vote 553, and
NAY on roll call vote 554.

————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2018

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 71) establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2019
through 2027:

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, | would
like to include in the RECORD letters from So-
cial Security Works, AFSCME, SEIU, and the
Coalition on Human Needs.
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